

PUN FUN

Purpose: To spice up team sport units and create an atmosphere to develop greater team cohesion.  To engage students in language arts skills, specifically the ability to develop sport-specific puns.

Rationale:  Team sports are a staple of secondary-level physical education curriculum.  Often, teams are formed at the end of a unit for competition purposes.  If using the sport education model, teams are formed at the beginning of the academic year or at the start of each sport season.  Regardless, team names help build a sense of identity and can help develop team unity (as opposed to naming teams by numbers).  Selecting a creative and meaningful name is not as easy for students as it is for instructors.  Thus, an opportunity exists to shift the responsibility of naming teams to students and in the process have students develop language arts skills.  A pun is a humorous use of a word in a way that suggests two interpretations—one has to learn how to be “punny” and naming sports teams allows for practice.

Method:  It is easier to develop team names or nicknames that use puns by listing the names of skills/terms/rules used in a particular sport and playing on them.  The list below—for use in a volleyball and soccer unit, respectively—is suggestive of this method.  Having a dictionary close at hand helps identify compound words (those using the “term” in them) and similar-sounding words.

Volleyball



Skill
Team Name



Dig


Gold Diggers; Can You Dig It



Set


Irish Setters; Quiet on the Set


Bump


Country Bump-kins; Bump-er Cars

Soccer



Goal


Goal-oriented; Goalfish



Shoot


Pea Shooters; Shoot to Thrill



Kick


Route 60-kicks; Kick Jagger

